
Accreditation 
of FETPs
Apply to become 
an internationally 
accredited program

Volunteer to serve 
as an accreditation 
reviewer

Accreditation is an opportunity for FETPs to 

align with common standards supporting quality 

training and increased recognition of their value 

in developing a public health workforce capable 

of detecting and responding to health threats.

The process and standards for accreditation 

were developed over a five year period with input 

from TEPHINET’s global network of FETPs and 

partners.

The accreditation standards for FETPs are 

grouped into four key areas:

  Management, Infrastructure and Operations

   Integration with Public Health Service 

  Staffing and Supervision

  Selection and Training of Residents

The accreditation process comprises five basic 

phases which may take up to a year to complete: 

Basic requirements: 

   Has 10+ years of field epidemiology and public 
health experience

   Is an FETP graduate

   Has no conflict of interest with the FETP he or  
she is reviewing

   Is willing to complete reviewer trainings and 
refresher courses

   Has excellent oral and written communication skills

   Is available to complete the document reviews and 
site visit

Benefits of serving: 

   Serving at the forefront of accreditation and 
ensuring increased global health systems capacity, 
higher quality and integrity of competency-based 
epidemiology training and delivery of essential 
public health services

   Learning best practices from peer institutions

   Professional development

   Gaining the experience of being an Accreditation 
Reviewer, which is valuable for you and your institution

   Working closely with other applied epidemiology 
practitioners, TEPHINET programs, and staff 
around the world

TEPHINET volunteer reviewers assess FETPs and 
make recommendations to the Global Accrediting 
Body regarding a program’s accreditation status. 
New volunteers may not be selected immediately. 
Selections are made based on matching program 
applications with volunteers’ language and other skills.
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Visit the accreditation page on the TEPHINET 

website at www.tephinet.org/accreditation  

for information about the process. You will find  

all of the necessary information and materials 

there, including:

  Accreditation Manual for FETPs

  Accreditation Manual for Reviewers

   Appendices for all the forms used for the 

process (for FETPs and Reviewers)

  Electronic links to all forms

  Online orientations for FETPs and Reviewers

FETPs should refer to the Accreditation Readiness 

Assessment to conduct an internal review of 

their programs specific to accreditation. The 

Accreditation Standards and Indicators table is 

also an important resource, particularly for FETPs 

planning to apply in the future.

 

FETPs that have completed the internal readiness 

assessment and wish to apply during an open 

accreditation cycle should submit a Letter of  

Intent (LOI) and a Certification of Eligibility to 

TEPHINET. Please visit www.tephinet.org/
accreditation for instructions. 

After their LOI is acknowledged and their 

Certification of Eligibility verified, the FETP will be 

invited to submit an online accreditation application 

and supporting documentation by the accreditation 

cycle close date.

TEPHINET assigns a review team to each 

accreditation application received. A site visit is 

scheduled if the application process provided 

sufficient information to move forward.

The site visit will take place after submission of an 

accreditation application. The FETP will have an 

opportunity to respond to any weaknesses identified 

by the review team before the documents go the 

Global Accrediting Body (GAB) for final review and 

determination of an FETP’s accreditation status.

Basic eligibility requirements for FETPs 
planning to apply: 

   The majority of residents’ time is spent in 

field work (minimum of 68 weeks)

   The duration of the program is at least 21 

months

   Training is conducted as a service to country 

public health priorities

   At least two cohorts have completed 

the program, and continuous cycles of 

recruitment have been established

Benefits of becoming accredited:

   Demonstration of visible commitment to 

quality improvement

   Validation of the program’s ability to provide 

essential public health services

   International recognition

   Recognition is transferred onto the 

program’s trainees and graduates

How to prepare How to apply Who should apply

For more information
Visit www.tephinet.org  
or contact accreditation@tephinet.org.
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